
New Term Request (NTR) Walkthrough 
 
You are not required to make New Term Requests. NTRs do, 
however, usually count for additional points, so many students 
are interested in this process.  Some terms need modification of 
their definitions or their placement in the ontology.  All requests 
are sent via message boards to the Gene Ontology staff who 
review the request and will happily make new terms or modify 
existing ones if the request is valid. Expect this process to take at 
least a couple of days to possibly several weeks.  
The board is on GitHub.    
 
You can view the entire message board here: 
https://github.com/geneontology/go-ontology/issues 
 
Part I:  Logging into GitHub  
 
Note: TAMU students already have github.tamu.edu accounts.  
You may have used this already for another class 
(https://github.tamu.edu/login), but this is NOT the same account 
you will need for this process 
 
 
 

1. Create a GitHub account  
a. Go to https://github.com/join 

All fields appear to be required.  Remember to keep 
your username professional.  You CAN use the same 
username as for your github.tamu.edu, but this is not 
required. 
 



 
 

2. Choose the FREE plan 
a. This will probably already be chosen, but ensure you 

have selected the $0/month plan. 
 

 
 



 
3. If everything went right, you’ll find yourself on some version 

of a page with a lot of cats.  We don’t know why, but GitHub 
seems to like cats.  Or they’re cats wearing bad octopus 
costumes, we’re not sure. Sorry.   
 

 
 

4. Remember to verify your email you used to sign up with. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part II: Make the Term Request 
 

1. Go back to   
https://github.com/geneontology/go-ontology/issues 
and select the green “New Issue” button. 

 
2. Fill out the following information: 

 
Title: “NTR: desired GO term name here” (You won’t be able to 
provide a GO ID).  If you only need to modify an existing term, 
use OTR for Other Term Request. 
 
In the description box, include at least the following information, 
being as specific as possible: 
•Potential GO term name (again)  
•Definition- This is essential. You probably identified the need 
for this term by finding a term that ALMOST worked-feel free to 
copy & paste that definition, making slight changes as you need 
•Aspect- Is it a Cellular Component, Biological Process, or 
Molecular Function? (This will probably be determined by the 
terms it is related to)  
•Relationships- Where does this term go in the ontology? 
Indicate the parent term & parent term GO ID, possibly examples 
of “sibling” terms, and examples of GO IDs it would be the parent 
of (not always applicable) 
•References-Give the PMID of the paper that supports this term. 
You can also add more info, such as references to specific parts 
of a paper or multiple PMIDs. 
•Synonyms- Not required, but helps the Ontology make their 
decision.  Look at the parent term or CHEBI for possible 
synonyms. 
 
For more examples, look at the message board entries named 
“NTR” or “OTR” 

• https://github.com/geneontology/go-ontology/issues/11541 
• https://github.com/geneontology/go-ontology/issues/11280 
• https://github.com/geneontology/go-ontology/issues/11966 
• https://github.com/geneontology/go-ontology/issues/11346 


